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One of the most beloved Christian hymns was written by the brother of John Wesley, the Rev. Charles Wesley, 

who was among the greatest hymn writers of the Church of England. Hark! the Angels Sing was written by him 

in 1739.  Many revisions have been made in the original hymn which first began with the lines: 

 

Hark! how all the welkin rings 

Glory to the King of Kings. 

 

It has been more widely published than any other by Charles Wesley and is one of the most beloved hymns in 

the English language. 

One of the reasons this is one of my favorite hymns is because of the reminder of the presence of angels.  They 

are mentioned 165 times in the New Testament and 108 times in the Old Testament. In 20 of our Christmas 

carols there is direct reference to them. 

One of my loves for this carol is when Jesus was born and died, angels sang their song. They sang at 

Bethlehem, they ministered unto him in the desert, they came when he was crucified and buried and sat and 

watched within the tomb. They were heard by Mary and said, "Do not be afraid Mary, for the Lord is with you.  

You will give birth to a son and name Him Jesus”.  And they appeared to the shepherds when they were in the 

field watching their flock. One of them said, "Fear not, I bring you good tidings of great joy for unto you is born 

this day in the city of David, a savior who is Christ the Lord”. 

In the words of the carol, they hail Jesus as the new born king and as the Prince of Peace. I believe they are still 

around and can be heard singing the same majestic song. 

Prayer:  Our Father, we pray that we may be open to the voices of angels this Christmas and throughout the 

year. Amen. 
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