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Carol of a Good King 
 
 

 

 
For the poor shall never cease 
out of the land: therefore I 
command thee, saying, Thou 
shalt open thine hand wide 
unto thy brother, to thy poor, 
and to thy needy, in thy land. 
Deuteronomy 15: 11 

 
 
 
 
 

     Good King Wenceslas 
 

 

One of my favorite Christmas carols is not found in the Methodist hymnal, but it is deeply spiritual and imparts 

a seasonal message conveyed in a rousing tune. 

 

King Wenceslas was a real person born around 907 near Prague in what is now the Czech Republic. His mother 

Queen Drahomira was a “closet pagan” who tried to turn her son away from Christianity nurtured in him by his 

grandmother Ludmila. When Wenceslas was 18, Christian nobles rose up in rebellion and deposed the queen. 

 

Once king, Wenceslas became known for his acts of charity, providing shelter and clothing to the poor, as 

reflected in the carol. Unfortunately, he was murdered by his younger brother Boleslav on his way to mass, a 

victim of jealousy, religious disagreement, and political greed. 

 

When visiting Prague, I was impressed by the imposing statue of this saintly monarch on horseback surrounded 

by four other patron saints of what was Bohemia (now included in the Czech Republic) dominating Wenceslas 

Square, sometimes referred to as Prague‘s counterpart to the Champs-Elysees in Paris. 

 

The Christmas carol Good King Wenceslas captures the character of this man who became a saint after his 

murder. 

 

https://video.wixstatic.com/video/fc3756_c3a23942f59d4561800f0a0632c412da/720p/mp4/file.mp4


Here is the essence of the carol: 

 

“Good King Wenceslas look’d out on the Feast of Stephen (Dec. 26), 

When the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even. 

Brightly shone the moon that night, though the frost was cruel, 

When a poor man came in sight, gath’ring winter fuel.” 

 

Then the king sprang into action: 

 

“Bring me flesh, and bring me wine, bring me pine logs hither: 

Thou and I will see him dine, when we bear them thither.” 

 

Finally, the king’s admonition to us today: 

 

“Therefore, Christian men, be sure, wealth or rank possessing, 

Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourselves find blessing.” 

 

What a lesson in “extravagant generosity” when a wealthy king goes out of his way to help the less fortunate 

and do it at night without fanfare or hope of recognition. 

 

His sainthood was well deserved after his martyrdom, and his life and 

Christian beliefs are examples for us today. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, inspire us to help the poor in our midst whenever the cry for assistance goes out, not 

only at Christmas but whenever we see their needs, letting Jesus and King Wenceslas be our guides. Amen. 
 

Barrett Richardson Sr. 
 

Reprinted from the 2012 Monumental Advent Devotional. 


