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The Singing Angels 

 

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

 
Luke 2:10 (NIV) The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news that will cause great 

joy for all people."  

Some of my fondest memories, when I look back on my military chaplaincy, were my annual visits all over 

the world to different military personnel.  I always felt humbled and special taking part in this ministry, 

sharing my ministry and God's word with airmen and airwomen who could not be at home with loved ones.  

Needless to say, it was a very lonely time of their lives.  

One particular Christmastime I remember visiting a nuclear missile site.  A site where the personnel I was 

visiting lived with weapons that could be called on to destroy the world and all its inhabitants in a matter 

of minutes.  Yet here we were worshiping and singing about a God who had the power to love all mankind 

and also who has the power to ultimately bring about peace on earth and good will towards all men and 

women.  

One favorite carol that we often sang in these make-shift chapel services was "It Came Upon A Midnight 

Clear".  In the missile silos, one can feel the quietness around those who literally live beneath the crushing 

load of their environment.  But the carol we sing urges us to listen once again to the singing of the angels. 

The final stanza of this beloved carol has words of hopefulness and optimism, "when peace shall over all the 

earth its ancient splendor fling, and the whole world gives back the song, which now the angels sing."  

Prayer: Bless O Lord those who serve and stand for peace and country, and help us Lord, to glorify You as 

we seek to serve You and others.  Amen 

Jay Slater 
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