
Friday 

December 4, 2020 
 

 

Silent Night 

Luke 2:10-11 
 
Silent Night!  I‘ve always loved singing that carol. It seems to bring a calm and quietness to the scene after 

all the hustle and bustle of the holidays. Remember the words - all is calm, all is bright, sleep in heavenly 

peace. 
 

But have you ever really thought about that actual night? Just how calm do you think it might have been?  

Are the words of the song a bit exaggerated? 
 

Actually, I‘d guess that Bethlehem was probably bedlam  that night. Here are all the hundreds and maybe 

thousands of travelers who were required to be present for the census, which wasn‘t very popular in the first 

place. They were uprooted from their homes, spent long hours traveling and now must seek food and lodging 

for the night. No doubt tempers flared among the visitors as well as the residents, who were in high gear 

hawking their merchandise as would be buyers shouted back and forth to negotiate a better price. 
 

No, I don‘t think it was very silent in Bethlehem. It couldn‘t have been. Otherwise, there would have been no 

need for redemption. The Messiah came into a world that was not silent but very much in need of redemption, 

just like the world into which he comes today. 
 
 

Prayer: God, help us remember that although that night in Bethlehem was the turning point of history, it did 
not immediately change the human heart.  Such change takes time and work – our work. 
 

Darlene Amon 
 

Reprinted from the 2008 Monumental Advent Devotional. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

https://video.wixstatic.com/video/fc3756_65ad5bfc5f7b41e397082ccc32106f4b/720p/mp4/file.mp4

