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Scripture: Luke 1:68-75; 2:25-32 

"I wonder as I wander out under the sky" is the beginning of a familiar Christmas carol but it speaks to my 

heart during the entire year. It is hard to realize that God's son, our Lord Jesus, came to earth as any human baby 

does, but the love, joy, comfort, and salvation he brought to us as his present is so hard for us to comprehend 

and even accept. Yes, he came as a helpless baby, was rejected as an adult by those he came to save, and was 

put to death on the cross for our sins - no wonder we have trouble believing there could be such love and 

sacrifice and all He asks of us is to accept Him as our redeemer. 

I seem to find much needed messages in the hymns we sing. They speak to our hearts through singing as the 

spoken words sometimes fail to do. And our Christmas season music, so special from any other time of the year, 

reminds us to rejoice, to fall on our knees, and to worship this holy child who gave so much for us. As we attend 

the Advent services in this lovely old church, surrounded by so much history of Christian dedication, when we 

see the beautiful flowers and hear our choir sing like the angels sang so long ago, let us remember that Christ is 

there throughout all times for us. All we have to do is ask Him to come into our lives. He can't take away all our 

pain, He can't make things easy for us, He can't banish all our hurts, anxiety, and fears. What He can do is to be 

with us always, to comfort us, to bear our burdens when they get too heavy, to love us even when we stray from 

His ways. He gives us the strength to go on when we think we can't and He promises eternal life to those who 

love and serve Him. 

If, during this holiday season, you happen to be outside some beautiful crystal clear night when the stars seem 

so close you think you could reach out and touch them, remember who put them there, who created everything, 

and who gives us everything we have. Let this be a season of joy, hope, and rebirth - rebirth in our faith by 

celebrating this Christmas His coming to earth to bring to each of us our Father's wondrous message of love. 

Prayer: We thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming to us as a baby born so many years ago but still alive to us today 

and forever. May this be a blessed season for all your children, and may we find, even during the most hectic 

times, your gifts of great love and joy. Amen. 

Liz Eberwine Johnson 
 

Reprinted from the 1993 Monumental Advent Devotional. 
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